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2003 ANNUAL FALL GALA     
     
     During the 2003 Annual Fall Gala at the 
Hilton Riverside, we had a wonderful night, 
with a turn out that was spectacular.  Over 350 
people were in attendance, making it one of the 
largest and most diverse Fall Gala events in the 
history of APAS.  Among the many events dur-
ing the evening were the Frank Hara Award and 
the Ms. APAS pageant and award, the essay 
contests and scholarship winners, as well as an 
extremely successful silent and live auction fea-
turing services and goods of all kinds.
     The Frank Hara recognition this year went 
to: Dr. Peter Wan (China); Amit Ghosh 
(India); Fitri Sudradjat (Indonesia); Sumiko 
Roach (Japan); Dr. Howard Hoykun Woo 
(Korea); Ishfaq Ahmed (Pakistan); Dr. Robert 
Martinez and Cielo Martinez (she is the Hon-
orary Consul of the Philippines); Sam Lu 
(Taiwan); Dang Quan Minh (Vietnam).
     The Ms. APAS contest was very successful 
through the hard work of Margaret Nguyen 
from Vietnam (Ms. APAS 2003), Remy Baker 
from Philippines (Runner Up), Chikako Varis-
co, Japan (Runner Up), Yi Tian from China, 
Eun Ok Kim from Korea, Wendy Jung from 
Taiwan, and Stephanie Hamidjaja from Indo-
nesia.  

     The essay contest was won by Amanda 
Pourciau (please read her essay at the back page 
of this newsletter), Perry Tsai, Jennifer Qian 
and for honorable mention, AJ Balatico. The 
2003 APAS Scholarships went to Mithun Ka-
math and Amanda Pourciau. 
      Silent and live auction was very successful. 
We had various gift certificates from hotels and 
restaurants to a signed book from President 
Carter. Most notably, an original silk screen 
Blue Dog (signed by artist) acquired by Ms. 
China Lee for auctioning went to Sheriff 
Harry Lee who was in attendance.  We thank 
all for their generosity and donations, it was a 
giant success.  Our emcee for the evening was 
the well known Roop Raj, a very talented an-
chor for WDSU-TV here in New Orleans. 
Without Mr. Raj’s tremendous orator skills, the 
evening would not have been as smooth, or en-
joyable, and we thank him for his time and ef-
fort.  At the beginning, a candle was lit to 
remember all our soldiers serving abroad and in 
the Middle East.  The proclamation from the 
Mayor recognizing the Fall Gala was given by 
Councilman Marlin Gusman.  Dinner music 
was provided by the Asian String Quartet 
from the Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra, 
and dancing music by the Bill Horaist Jazz 
Quintet.  Besides the Ms. APAS pageant, enter-
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tainment was provided in the form of Indian Dancing “Dhola Re” with 
Srilakshmi Korratati and Rhea Ghosh from the Sunanda’s Perform-
ing Arts Center.  We would like to thank you for everybody’s efforts 
and time to contribute for APAS Gala evening success, and we look for-
ward to an even bigger and better one next year.

DINNER FOR THE NEEDY

     The Annual Dinner for the Needy is scheduled Saturday, December 
6 2003. Please contact Ramona Ramos for detail at (504) 271-4293.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING

     Everyone is welcomed to the Annual General Meeting. Sunday 
January 18 at Wingate Inn, 1501 Veteran Blvd. Kenner from 3 pm to 5 
pm.  Plese see calendar for other future events. 

APAS TOASTMASTER

     APAS Toastmasters Meeting -  held twice a month on 2nd and 4th 
Saturdays of each moth at Wingate Inn, 1501 Veterans Blvd. Kenner, 
between 10:30 am to noon. Contact Harold Welsh for more information. 

APAS T-SHIRT

     APAS T-shirts are on sale for $10.00 each.   We have kids 
size (med or small sizes), and all adult sizes.  Send your check to: 
APAS 3500 N. Causeway Blvd. Suite 1548 Met. La. 70002, and 
we can mail to you (add $2.00 for shipping and handling) or you 
can come and pick up by calling the APAS office: (504) 831-
1148.  Don’t forget to state size and child or adult. 

2003 MEMBERSHIP

     If you haven’t paid APAS dues for 2003 please contact us to renew 
it.  Your dues are used for the day to day operation of the Society, i.e. 
supplies, postage, fees for members attending seminars/ classes on orga-
nization/ operations of a non-profit organization, etc.  To those who 
have paid their dues for 2003, “we thank you”, for your continued sup-
port of APAS. 

     Below is the list of renewals/ new members.   You can renew your 
membership by completing the membership form and dues.   Send them 
to Asian Pacific American Society, APAS, 3500 N. Causeway Blvd. 
Suite 1548, Metairie LA 70062.   Contact Secretary for more informa-
tion, Cecil Murphy (504) 589-7695. 

GENERAL NEWS

     Ballet Manila will perform on October 4th, 2003 at 7:30 
pm in Roussel Hall – Loyola University.  This performance is 
not the first visit of the group.  In 1996 and 1997 the group also 
held similar performances in New Orleans.  This time the per-
formance is sponsored by the honorary consulate general of the 
Philippines, the Philippine American United Council of Louisi-
ana, Asian Pacific American Society, and the Loyola Ballet and 
Loyola University. $20, at the door; $10 for children age 10 
or under; and $10 for Loyola students, ID required.  Portions 
of the proceeds will benefit the Crescent House in New Orleans, 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Children's Home in the Philippines, 
and the Classroom Galing sa Mamamayang Philippines Abroad, 
or Adopt a Classroom in the Philippines, by the Filipino Ameri-
can communities in the United States and by Filipino communi-
ties worldwide.  There is a 44,000 classroom shortage currently 
in the Philippines.  For information, call Tess Alcantara at 451-
5252; Lily Alvarez, 392-6138; or Eva Croft, 529-7561.

Individual/Family Membership

Demetrio & Grace Agcaoili; Harish & Parveen Anan; Albert 
& Patricia Balatico; E. Mike Benjamin, USMC; Deepak & 
Madhu Bhatnagar; Bernadette & Boby Borja; Yoo & Cha 
Nam Chin; Hung Chu; Tae-Il & Na Chun; Jessie & Narindar 
Dhillon; Kiem Do; Evelyn & Richard Escondo; Leda Gui 
Qin Fan & Donald Brinson; Douglas & Nenita Ferguson; 
Bob & Aida Grace; Stanley & IngeHamidjaja; Lance Har-
well & Wimol Kumjai; Gowri Kailas; Burde & Urmila Ka-
math; Nasir & Rizwana Khan; Sun Kim & Kee Lee; Eugenia 
Kim;  Vicky Kim; Gloria Kim; John Kwong; Henry Lam-
bert; Tom Lief; Donald McClay; Cecil & Kiku Murphy; 
Margaret Nguyen; Myloc Nguyen; Jeanne Okamoto; Raj & 
Noni Pannu; Zeno & Editha Pimentel; Amanda Pourciau; 
Ramona Ramos Ranato; Monica Ramrakhiani; Lily Santoso 
& Brian Monk; Elaine Shu; Stephen & Vanida Stabile; Rod-
olfo & Emma Sutis; Debra Taylor; Thelma Yumul; Arthur 
Tong; Robert Turner; Ruby & Peter Verhoeven; Lisa & 
Frank Vicidomina; Rollie & Nancy Vidal;  Anthony Viloria 
Jr.; Teruko & Karlheinz Von Bargen;  Peter & Catherina 
Wan; Harold & Jutharat Welsh; Hunter & Cheryl Wu; Shu-
Mai Wu; Frank Yam; Ted & Tong Ha Yenari  

 
  Corporate Members

Tidy Building Services 
Dhanpat C. & Nirmala Mohnot, MD N.O. Headache & Neurology 

Clinic, APMC
Ho Sook & John McDaniel - Korean Tour Manag.

Sheriff Harry Lee at 2003 APAS GALA
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     The name Boby Jindal has been one of the buzzwords for 
Louisiana politics these days. An Indian-American, Piyush 
“Boby” Jindal is running for Louisiana Governor against 7 other 
major governor candidates this year.  Jindal’s run for the state’s 
highest position excited many Indian Americans living in the US 
and especially the ones that live in the state of Louisiana.  At 32, 
he has an excellent track record surpassing other candidates.  At 
26, he was the appointed secretary of the Louisiana Department 
of Health and Human Services.  Within one year he reduced 
abuse, fraud, corruption, and runaway expenses.  He saved the 
state’s Medicaid program from bankruptcy by turning a $400 
million deficit into 
three years of sur-
pluses totaling $220 
million. At 27 he was  
the  Executive Direc-
tor, National Biparti-
san Commission on 
the Future of Medi-
care (Breaux-Thomas 
Commission).  And 
this Baton Rouge na-
tive later was ap-
pointed by Governor 
Foster to become the 
President of the Uni-
versity of Louisiana 
System. During his 
tenure, universities 
raised graduation and 
retention rates, and 
increased private do-

nations and the number of endowed chair positions. Jindal then 
was appointed by President George W. Bush as Assistant Sec-
retary for Planning and Evaluation for the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Service.  This year, Jindal resigned from the 
Federal position, to try for the governor post in his state. 
     A father of 2, Jindal married to Supriya, the daughter of Ji-
tendra and Shakun Jolly, longtime residents of Metairie. 

     A collaboration agreement for adult stem cell research was 
recently signed between Tulane University and the Industrial 
Technical Institute of Taiwan.  Signing the agreement were Dr. 
Paul Whelton, senior VP for Health Sciences at Tulane and 
Johnsee Lee excecutive VP of ITRI and director of the Biomedi-
cal Engineering Center in Taiwan.  One of the objectives from 
Tulane University is to make New Orleans a hub for biological 
research and a center for adult stem cell research and Taiwan as a 
base in Asia.  Tulane recently received a $4.3 million federal 
grant from the National Health Institute to replicate, test and dis-
tribute adult stem cells.  ITRI is a well established scientific re-
search center with 5,000 scientist working and famed for their 
semi-conductor development.  

     The 2003 UNO International Night event went on success-
fully with more than 700 people attending the annual party on 
April 6.   It featured an international buffet, music, dance and 
other cultural performances from different countries, represented 
by many international students at the University of New Orleans. 
This event is sponsored by the International Student Organization 
of UNO and the UNO’s Office of International Student. For in-
formation of future events email iso@uno.edu.

     Chinese language is currently the most commonly used for-
eign language in the United States after Spanish.  The language is 

also being taught to 
students in Isidore 
Newman School.  
Their teacher is Kathy 
Li, who teaches Chi-
nese cultures besides 
the language. The en-
rollment of this pro-
gram, founded in 1984, 
has increased 40 per-
cent in the past six 
years.  Future pro-
grams for the students 
will include going to 
China for a summer 
trip and learning first 
hand the culture and 
language.  The demand 
of people that can 
speak more than Eng-
lish is increasing, espe-

cially for commonly used languages such as Chinese.  

     Viet’s 2nd Annual Lights On After School Rally will be 
held on Wednesday, October 1, 2003 from 6:30 -8:00 p.m. at 
4655 Michoud Blvd., Suite 17.  This event is themed 
“Hawaiian Luau” to sponsor Viet’s After School Program.  
The program is aimed for creating and facilitating activities for 
students after school from 3:00-6:00 pm Mondays to Thursdays.  
Students receive tutorial and homework assistance, enrichment 
services, such as arts and crafts, cultural learning, planting and 
outdoor and indoor recreational activities.  The program started 
in 2001 with 25 students, and now is serving 60 students and 
supported by the LA Department of Education.  The program 
helps working families by ensuring their children safe and pro-
ductive after school ends.  The quality of this program will help 
children to discover hidden talent and grow academically and 
socially. Please RSVP at (504) 255-0400 or vietno@cox.net.  

CONDOLENCES
     Liberato B. Barrameda, 78, on August 18, 2003.  Beloved 
husband of Gloria Ancanan Barrameda. Father of Alexander Bar-
rameda, Bernadette B. Borja, Cynthia B. Leopando and Desiree 

Frank Hara Award 2003
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Barrameda.  Grandfather of 7, he was a native of Binan, Laguna, 
Philippines and a resident of California for the past 10 years, also 
lived in Slidell and Algiers.  
     Emiko Y. Champagne, 73, retired floral designer for Chopin 
Florist died August 20. She was born in Japan and lived in New 
Orleans for the past 51 years.   Survivors include her husband, 
Willie W. Foster. 
     Hung M. Dang, a manager at Dragon Palace, died in a car ac-
cident recently.  He was 36. Mr. Dang was born in Vietnam and 
lived in Avondale for the past 28 years. Beloved husband of Nena 
Dang; father of Brandon and Megan Dang; son of Tu T. Pham.
     Hai Trung Nguyen, 66, died earlier in September. He was a 
former manager of Schwegmann Super Market.  He was born in 
South Vietnam and lived 
in Gretna for the past 28 
years.  Survivors include 
his wife, Angele Nguyen; 
children Hieu, Ha, and 
Andree Nguyen;  Sib-
lings: Son , Ngon, Hoa 
and Thuy Nguyen; and 10 
grandchildren.  
     Lulu Pantano, 71, 
died of kidney failure.   
She was born in Manila, 
Philippines, and lived in 
Metairie before moving to 
Lafitte 18 years ago.   
Survivors include her hus-
band, Narcisco Pantano; 
three sons, Jeffrey, Joey 
and Johnard Reyes; and 

six grandchildren. 
    Dung My Quach, 26, a hairstylist died on August 12 in a car 
accident in Baton Rouge.   She was born in Vietnam and lived in 
Houston.  Survivors include her fiancee.  Gia Nguyen; a son, Kyle 
Matthew Vu; her father Qui Quach and a sister Tu Quach of 
LaPlace.
     Sang Tran, a self-employed shrimper, died at age 31 early this 
September.  He was born in Vietnam and lived in New Orleans 
for the past 7 years.  Survivors include his children: Kean Tan and 
Karina Cruz. His mother, Ngoc Tran and two sisters, Lynda Tran 
and Bich Kieu Tran.
     Gee Joe Wong, 80, a retired employee for Brennan’s Restau-
rant, died this month in Kenner.  He was born in New Orleans and 
lived in Metairie.  He was a Navy veteran of World War II.  Sur-
vived by five children, Robert J. Wong, Karen King, Tammy Ter-
ry, Charlotte Saraya and Erica Jagger; siblings, Gee Kang Wong, 
Gee Dan Wong, May Lee, Lai Land Hing, Helen Joe and Lily 
Louie; four grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. 

   

YOUTH / EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

     LSU Health Sciences Center School of Dentistry’s first year 
student. Anita Jayagopal, received the 2003 Symmer Dental Stu-
dent Award from the National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial 
Research.  She conducted research at the institute in Bethesda, 
MD. 

     Some high school students graduated as valedictorian in their 
schools: Eric Suh from Isidore Newman School; Daniel Deasis 
from Jesuit HS;  Joyce Kwok from Alfred Bonnabel HS; Thuy 
Huy Nhun from L.W. Higgins HS; Thao Pham from Sarah T. 
Reed HS; Than Hieu from Bishop McManus HS.
   
     A graduate of Jesuit High School, Perry Tsai, was selected as 

a 2003 Presidential Scholar 
from Louisiana.  As one of 
the awardees he was invited 
to Washington D.C. to re-
ceive recognition in a cere-
mony.  The Presidential 
Scholars Program was started 
in 1964.  Every year the com-
mittee selected one male stu-
dent and one female student 
from each state to receive the 
honor. Perry Tsai was born in 
New Orleans.  He is the son 
of Cheng and Mei Huei Tsai 
from Taiwan.  Tsai is cur-
rently a Harvard scholar.  In 
the past year, he made perfect 
scores for PSAT, SAT and 
ACT.  He received numerous 

awards in both academic and music.  Among others, he received 
the Jimmy Kuck Award for Excellence in chemistry, AP scholar 
with distinction; Fairfield University Book Award; Oxford Classi-
cal Distiction for 3 Gold Medals on National Latin Examinations; 
Purple Ribbon on National Greek examination; and Bausch and 
Lomb Science Award in 2002; Louisiana Music Teachers Associ-
ation Piano Rally Outstanding Musicianship Award for 1996, 
1998, 1999 and 2001.  He recently received an award from APAS 
in Essay Contest.

     Tony Tu, a graduate of Jesuit High school , has received many 
honors and awards, including 2003 Alton Oschner Future Physi-
cian Award,  AP Award,  Tulane University Dean's Honor Schol-
arship,   National Merit Finalist Award, Marine Corps Junior 
ROTC Civic Service Leadership Award, 9th-12th grade.  Tu has 
also received many private scholarships, including "Elks Most 
Valuable Student" local and state scholarships, American Society 
for Quality Scholarship, Louisiana's Robert C. Byrd Scholarship, 
Republican Women's Club Essay Contest Scholarship, and 2002-
2003 Who's Who Among American High School Scholarship 
Award from the Educational Communications Scholarship Foun-

Blue Dog at Live Auction
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dation. He is a freshman at the Duke University, majoring in biol-
ogy and plans to pursue a career in medicine in the future. 

     Sherry Zhao, a Benjamin Franklin High School graduate, was 
the only one in Louisiana and one of the six in the nation, who 
took the ACT in December, 2002, and received a perfect score.  
Among other honors and awards, she was AP Scholar, and Na-
tional Merit Commended Student.  She won 1st Place in Benja-
min Franklin Science Fair and 1st Place in regional Science Fair; 
and the Superintendent Award.  She also won 2003 Honorary 
Mention Award in Art, the Pablo E. Lertora Memorial Award for 
Music, Art and Poetry at the Benjamin Franklin High School. 
Sherry Zhao is a freshman at the Dartmouth College, majoring 
genetics and studio art.
 
BUSINESS CORNER

     Open 7 days a week 
99 Supermarket, Inc. at 
4646 Michoud Blvd.  The 
store has a large selection 
of Asian food from Malay-
sia, Japan, Thailand, Phil-
ippines, Hong Kong, and 
Vietnam, variety of gifts, 
lucky bamboos, and fresh 
tropical fruits.  The super-
market is the largest Asian 
Supermarket in Metro 
New Orleans, with 25,000 
square feet of shopping 
area.  Sun-Fri: 8:00 am - 
9:00 pm and Sat 7:00 am - 

9:00 pm.  Call 254-0040 for more information.      

COMMUNTY NEWS

CHINA
     The Chinese Association of Greater New Orleans cele-
brated the Lunar Moon Festival on September 13, at the Air-
port Travel Lodge.  The event was highlighted by Chinese cuisine 
with "moon cakes"; and martial art demonstration by Master De 
Ru, 31st generation disciple of Shaolin Temple, the cradle of 
martial arts; and the traditional Chinese musical instrument, Erhu, 
by  Xiao Hua Tian. 
     The National Day of the People's Republic of China has 
been celebrated on October 4, at Tulane University.   The 
event was co-sponsored by the Tulane Chinese Scholars and Stu-
dents Association; UNO Chinese Scholars and Students Associa-
tion; and the Chinese Professional Association of New Orleans. 
 Workshops on immigration law, Christianity and medicine were 
held at 3-6 pm; and   dinner with traditional Chinese food at 6:30 
pm, followed by entertainment.  Performances of musical instru-
ments, solo and group songs, riddle guessing, and other programs 

were presented by the local talents in the Chinese American com-
munity.  In addition, a Chinese movie was shown.   
     The Chinese Professional Association in New Orleans 
(CPANO) just installed their new officers for 2002-2003. They 
are Xiaorong Li (President); Frank Yam and Fuming Pan (VPs); 
Lucy Chun (Treasurer) and Dr. Henry Lin (Secretary).  CPANO 
has been established since 1992 with members mainly young 
Chinese professionals with advanced degree domiciled around 
New Orleans area.  The organization promotes Chinese American 
cultural, business, science and academic exchanges and coopera-
tion, focuses on welfare, rights, contributions and achievements 
of its members.  For more information on CPANO contact 
xli@uno.edu. 

JAPAN
     A composer and a pio-
neer female jazz drummer 
from Japan, Mayumi 
Shara, is currently pursuing 
a music degree at Delgado 
Community College.  She 
wishes to contribute in en-
riching the cultural diversity 
of New Orleans.  Shara has 
performed at the New Or-
leans Jazz and Heritage Fes-
itval for two years in a row, 
at the APAS Heritage Festi-
val, and in the Cable 78 
show, “A Taste of the Asian 
Pacific American New Or-
leans” in May. This Tokyo 

native also has played with local bands Kermit Ruffins & the 
Barbeque Swingers and with Cyril Neville at Tipitina’s.   
Shara’s passion on music and drum has shown since early child-
hood even when her teacher said that she could not be successful 
at it because she is female.  From 1989 to 1997 she performed 
across Japan and she eventually gained recognition among fellow 
musicians by making a name in the jazz world.  She is releasing 
two albums, “Otodama” featuring traditional Japanese drums, 
trap drum and voice.  The second one is “Shara’s Jazz, ” featuring 
her jazz composition.  For information about her music contact: 
Shara at 504-482-3815.
     The Consulate General of Japan sponsored a free concert of 
Yoshio Toyama and the Dixie Saints on August 2 in celebration 
of the 150th anniversary of relations between the US and Japan.  
It was held at Lakeside Shopping Center.     

INDIA
     In July, Miss Nicole Elizabeth Lavigne and Mr. Irfan Azeem 
Sayyad were united in marriage at the Abita Quail Farm.  The 
bride is the daughter of Mr. And Mrs. Keith Joseph Lavigne.  
And the bridegroom is the son of India Army Brig. Gen. and 
Mrs. Azeem Badruddin Sayyad of India.  A traditional Indian 
wedding was held in May.    

Roop Raj at APAS Gala
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     In early August, Jayaprabha Vijaykumar performed an In-
dian classical music and dance at Loyola University.  She was 
accompanied by S. Ramakrishnan on the violin, Viveca Valsraj 
on the drone and Santosh Chadru on the percussion-mrudangam. 
This performance was free and open to public.
     One of India’s spiritual-humanist leaders, Sri Viswayogi 
Viswamji of Guntur India, visited New Orleans recently.  He 
talked in front of audience at Xavier University about love, unity 
and peace among all mankind regardless of faiths, castes, and 
creeds. For more information about Viswamji contact Burde 
Kamath at 288-9750.

    
INDONESIA   

     Indonesian American Community celebrated Independence 
Day recently at Metairie Playground. There were many traditional 
Indonesian cuisines and games for the kids including quizzes 
about Indonesia, folk dances, songs, and many more. Both the US 
Star Spangled Banner and Indonesian National anthem “Indonesia 
Raya” were sung. About 60 members celebrated this event to-
gether with the Indonesian Consulate Representative.   
     An Indonesian Tea Hour was held by the Indonesian Stu-
dent Association Permias, in conjunction with the Indonesian 
American Community Association at the University of New Or-
leans.  There were arts and handicrafts displayed, and a wide vari-
ety of foods to taste and enjoy.  

PHILIPPINES
     The Fil-Am catholic families of Slidell hosted the Feast Day Cele-
bration of the only canonized Filipino saint- San Lorenzo Ruiz, at the St. 
Genevieve Catholic Church in Bayou Liberty. 
Thanks to Fr. Roel and a host of pinoy priests for concelebrating the 
mass.
      FAAST will have Trick and Treat Halloween Party in the Eden Isles 
neighborhood on Friday, 10/31/03. The Sundrud's will host the adult 
party while the kids roam the neighborhood for sweets. 
     We are happy to announce that Mrs. Nancy Vidal is recovering from 
her heart surgery. Mrs. Nancy Vidal is the wife of Mr. Rolando Vidal, 
APAS Vice President.  APAS received a thank you note from Ms. Vidal 
recently for everyone that sent her flowers and warm notes.
     The Association of Philippine Physicians in Louisiana held its offi-
cer induction party on June 7 in Baton Rouge.  Froilan Tolentino, MD 
was installed as the chapter president.  The next quarterly meeting will be 
held on November 8.  The APPLA Christmas party will be
held on Saturday December 6 in the afternoon.  The quarterly meeting 
after that will be on January 10.

TAIWAN
     On October 5 lunch time, Rev. Francis Schexnayder held the 16th 
Annual Benefit for Father Francis Mission in Taiwan at the Chateau Golf 
and Country Club, Kenner.  A buffet by Chef John Folse with music 
performances by the Contemporary Sound and Maison Society Band 
will be the highlight of this event.  The proceeds will benefit Father Fran-
cis' Missions for the Sacred Heart of Jesus School in Yuanli and Our 
Lady of Fatima School in Tunghsiao, Taiwan.   In 1964 Schexnayder 
started his missions in Taiwan in 1964. Nearly every summer he went 
back to the US to raise money and build schools in Taiwan. 

THAILAND
Mrs. Suzanna Pavadee Vicheinrut-Muangkroot of Thailand was 
crowned as Mrs. World 2003.  She is 28 years old, married and works in 
the television industry in Bangkok.  Former of Miss Thailand twice,  

Mrs. Vicheinrut-Muangkroot received her bachelor degree in Business 
Administration from the UCLA.  Thai Community and all Thais are very 
proud of her.

VIETNAM
     The Vietnamese Community in Louisiana held an award ceremony 
for the Vietnamese students that showed their outstanding scholastic 
achievement.  Among the recipients are valedictorians: Thuy Huy Nhan 
(L.W. Higgins), Thao Pham (Sarah T. Reed), Than Hieu (Bishop Mc-
Manus); Salutatorians: Hieu Trung Nguyen (West Jefferson); Anh Van 
Hong Mai (John Ehret); David Nguyen Tuan Vu (Redeemer Seton); 
Truong Chanh Thu (Marian Abramson).    
     The Mid-August Festival, or Tet Trung Thu, was celebrated at 
Saint Le Thi Thanh Church in Marerro.  This traditional celebration 
featured authentic Vietnamese dishes, folk dances (including dragon 
dance) and songs performed by famous Vietnamese singers, Don Ho, 
Ngoc Hue, Minh Tuyet and Ha Phuong from California, local singers 
with Magic 4 band and Tuog Thi band.  For kids, they enjoyed the fun 
of various traditional games and gifts.  The festival celebrates and offers 
gratitude to heaven and earth for good harvest, health and prosperity. 
     The Mid-Autumn festival was also highlighted at the annual Viet-
namese American Youths Sports Convention at the end of August.  It 
included youths not only from Louisiana but also from other Southern 
states.
     Miss Jeannie Lynn Snyder and Mr. Brian Patrick Dwyer mar-
riage was solemnized in July at Southern Oaks Plantation.  The bride is 
the daughter of Mr. Arthur Franklin Snyder and Mrs. Lai Thi Vinh 
Snyder (formerly of Saigon, Vietnam).  The bridegroom is the son of 
Mr. Daniel Francis Dwyer and Mrs. Helena Joann Urban Dwyer.  
The couple will reside in Long Island, NY.

                                                     •••

“Salute to Liberty”
By Amanda Pourciau

     What is a "Salute to Liberty?"  What exactly is "liberty"?  The pre-
cious privilege of liberty can be defined in multiple ways.  Some scholars 
describe liberty as a condition of "freedom from imprisonment, bonds, or 
other restraint upon locomotion."  Others also simply state that liberty is 
"a certain amount of freedom; permission to go freely within certain lim-
its" (Medical Dictionary Search Engine 1).  Either way, why is this free-
dom so vital that Americans should salute it?  Liberty is, after all, stated 
in the American Declaration of Independence as a basic right.  The 
founders of modern American government and policy believed that “all 
men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with cer-
tain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pur-
suit of Happiness" (Wikipedia 3).  This concept of liberty, which is so 
fundamental to American culture, was born in the American Revolution, 
became standard in the Declaration of Independence, and has progressed 
throughout the history of the country. 
     America was not always a free country, and many of her first Euro-
pean inhabitants were poor, oppressed, and persecuted immigrants who 
needed a haven.  Immigrants fled to America for wondrous opportunities, 
such as political freedom and religious tolerance, that could not be found 
in any other country.  By coming to the New World, immigrants escaped 
persecution from their tyrannical political and spiritual leaders.  Many of 
these people found life in America very harsh at first.  New deadly dis-
eases, lack of food, demanding labor, inhospitable land, and hostile na-
tives were common hardships.  However, early settlers such as the 
Puritans and Separatists believed that all of these consequences were 
worth the liberty that they, and their descendents would enjoy in the new 
country.  To these early Americans, any price was worth the freedom of 
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worship and the privilege of self-government.  After a single winter in 
America, "only 44 out of the 102 [Pilgrims] survived,” and at worst “only 
7 were well enough to lay the dead in the frosty graves" (West 1998).  
Although they could have easily taken one of the many merchant ships 
back to their native England, these people refused to leave their new reli-
gious haven because a return to England would mean either forced con-
version to the Church of England or social and political harassment.  The 
pilgrims held their own morals and souls to be more important than life 
itself, and thus they left their family, friends, and homes just for the lib-
erty to practice their beliefs.  
     During the 1700’s, many American colonists, Puritan, Anglican, or 
otherwise, favored home-rule and scorned direct control by "a bother-
some transatlantic [monarch] some 3,000 miles . . . away" (West 100).  
Over the years, Britain’s earlier salutary neglect was replaced by stricter 
rules, regulations, and procedures, especially in the area of trade.  The 
colonists particularly resented the Stamp and Sugar Acts because offend-
ers of these laws were tried "in the hated admiralty courts, where juries 
were not allowed” and the perpetrators were “assumed to be guilty unless 
they could prove themselves innocent” (West 126).  The denial of “trial 
by jury and the precept of ‘innocent until proven guilty,'” both of which 
were concepts accepted as “ancient privileges that the English people ev-
erywhere, including the American Colonials, held most dear,” greatly 
fueled the Americans’ desire to separate from the mother country (West 
126).  Never before had colonists so passionately yearned for indepen-
dence.  Resentment of the British monarchy’s orders spawned outrageous 
and sometimes illegal acts such as smuggling, vandalism of  English 
merchandise, protests, and the murder of English soldiers.  After several 

bloody clashes, a committee led by Thomas Jefferson drew up the Decla-
ration of Independence, a formal decree announcing the withdrawal of 
the colonies from England as independent people.  After a slew of battles 
and plenty bloodshed in the Revolutionary War, the Americans won their 
independence from England. Today, the document that launched the rev-
olution and established the American spirit, the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, is one of our nation’s most prized possessions and the key to 
America’s trademark standard of liberty.  
      Many Americans take the gift of liberty for granted. America is a free 
country today on account of its early colonists’ hardships, toils, and ef-
forts.  If it were not for their ancestors, Americans may not have become 
the democratic, independent people that they are.  In their salutation of 
liberty, Americans should also salute their ancestors, the people of every 
race, culture, and ideology whose sacrifices and contributions have made 
America what it is today. 

Source:
Medical Search Engine. <http://www.books.md/L/dic/liberty.php> 2002-
2003.
Wikipedia. <http://www.wikipedia.org/wiki/
American_Declaration_of_Independence>.2003.
Ann West, ed.  The American Pageant.  Houghton Mifflin Company, Bos-
ton: 1998.
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APAS JOB REFERAL SERVICE
 

Tidy Building Services is looking for persons looking for em-
ployment in the nighttime cleaning business. The company has been 
in business since 1980, providing janitorial services to office build-
ings, hotels, and others in New Orleans and more than 38 cities 
across the nation. If you are interested please contact Scott Chin at 
504-838-9843 or 504-416-0778 or email him at schin@tidyusa.com.

FBI JOB:  Male/ Female Special Agents. The Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) is seeking for the Special Agent (SA) posi-
tion at this time. As for the foreign languages deemed critical they 
are as follows: Chinese (all dialects), Japanese, Korean, and Viet-
namese. Spanish, Russian, Arabic, Farsi, Pashtu, and Urdu are 
also highly sought after.  The SA position is a federal law enforce-
ment officer investigative role. Candidate must possess 4-year 
college degree from accredited institution and 3 years full-time 
professional work experience (few exceptions).  Critical skills 
which waive 3 years work experience: CPAs, many foreign lan-
guages, computer science or related field of study or select Cisco 
certification, and electrical engineering. Other critical needs: mili-
tary intelligence, engineering, biology, physics, chemistry, math, 
nursing.  23 to 36 years of age. Drug use policy/ polygraph/ back-
ground investigation.  Entry level pay- $54,000 to $59,000.  For 
more info contact Special Agent Sheila Thorne at (504) 816-3315. 
Other employment opportunities are posted on FBI website: http:// 
www.fbi.gov

If you have a job to offer or if you're looking for 
a job. Write one liner what jobs you need, your 

name-telephone or email. And send it to editor: 
(504) 779-5663 - ph, (504) 779-0132 – fax or 

lilysantoso@hotmail.com
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS - 2003/2004

2003
October 4 Manila Ballet at Loyola University at 7:30 pm 

December 6 Annual Dinner for the Needy - 
  Contact Ms. Ramona Ramos 
  (504) 421-4293 for detail.

2004
January 18       General Asembly Meeting 
  Wingate Inn, 1501 Veterans - Start at 3 pm

March 6   Youth Seminar with Roop Raj

May 15    25th APAS Heritage Festival

September 18  APAS Fall Gala

November 14  Election for APAS Officers 2005-2006 

  
 

ASIAN/PACIFIC AMERICAN SOCIETY
3500 N. CAUSEWAY BLVD. SUITE 1548

METAIRIE,LOUISIANA 70062
JOIN US!!!

Visit Http://www.apasneworleans.com
Call us at 831-1148  

3500 N. Causeway Blvd. Ste 1548
Metairie, LA 70002

SPONSORS NEEDED!

East Wind - APAS Newsletter is looking 

for printing and mailing costs supports.

Please contact 831-1148 for detail. 


